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The Ministry of Health

The second of the two examples of scientific activities
under a Ministry comes from the Ministry of Health*
This Ministry7 finances all medical colleges (see Chapter 4)
and medical research institutes in Russia, Medical
research is on a smaller scale than agricultural research,
but it has nevertheless an impressive organisation. For-
merly all- medical research was under the Ministry in some
35 institutes and laboratories, or in the great All-Union
Institute for Experimental Medicine (VIEM); but in 1944
this organisation was abolished and replaced by a com-
pletely new one. An Academy of Medical Sciences of the
U.S.S.R. was founded. The Academy is directly under
the Ministry of Health, to which body it submits a yearly
report. All research institutes (as opposed to clinical
institutes and institutes for large-scale manufacture of
serum and drugs such as penicillin) were transferred
to the control of the new Academy. Although the
Ministry of Health continues to finance medical research,
it now has contact with research institutes only through
the new Academy.

The Academy of Medical Sciences is cut to the same
patfern as the Academy of Sciences and the Lenin Academy,
It brings together the most distinguished medical scientists,
dignifies them by the title of Academician, awards them the
emolument attached to this title, and at the same time
manages a large number of research institutes, a library,
and a press. The foundation members of the Academy,
numbering 60, were appointed by a decree dated 14
November 1944, over the signature of none less than
V. M. Molotov.1 It is clear from Molotov's decree
that the new-born Academy is not to turn its back on the
past. Few of the foundation members were born later
than 1885, and their number includes such veterans as

1 Soviet mrodnykh kommisarov S.S.S.R, Postanovlenie 1580.
Moskva. 14.11.1944.